ORDER: APPROVE COMPENSATION TO ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
FOR TIME WORKED WITHOUT A COMMISSION QUORUM,
WHEN NECESSARY PER MISSISSIPPI CODE 23-15-153

Motion was made by Brent Larson, duly seconded by Chad McLarty, to approve
compensation to Election Commissioners for time worked without a commission
quorum when necessary per MS Code 23-15-153.

The vote on the motion was as follows:

Supervisor Brent Larson, voted yes
Supervisor Larry Gillespie, voted yes
Supervisor David Rikard, voted yes
Supervisor Chad McLarty, voted yes
Supervisor Mike Roberts, voted yes

After the vote, President Roberts, declared the motion carried, this the 21% day of
March, 2022.

%ﬁ C*A“"‘ﬂ Y., LA
LA O R Ll e e e e

] i3
Mike Roberts, President Sherry Wa¥, quancery Clerk
Board of Supervisors




ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
LAFAYETTE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

March 1, 2022

Lafayette County Board of Supervisors

P.0. Box 1240

Oxford, MS 38655

Subject: Compensation for Election Commissioners when working without a quorum.

Miss. Code. Ann Section 23-15-153

Dear Board of Supervisors:

The Lafayette County Election Commissioners requests that the Lafayette County Board of
Supervisors Grant an order which authorizes members of the Commission to conduct official
business without a Commission quorum when necessary and to be compensated for that time
in accordance with the above Miss. Code. Ann Section 23-15-153.

Respectfully submitted,
Debra Black, Chairman

Lafayette County Election Commission

Attachments: 1. MS. Atty Gen. Opinion No. 2019-00025, dtd. Feb. 1, 2019
2. Ms. Atty gen. Oplinion No. 2015-00404, dtd. Nov. 13, 2015
3. Lafayette County Election Commission Minutes: March, 1, 2022
4. Order of Approval from Board of Supervisors dated April 15, 2019

1 County Courthouse Equare, Ste, 317, Oxford, MS 38855

Phane: [8682)232-2887 - Emall: electiona@latayettecoms.com
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The Honorable Jan A. Pearson Office of the Attorney Gensral
February 1, 2018

2019 WL 1142883 (Miss A.G)
Office of the Attomey Ganeral
State of Misiaslppi
|

Opinkon No, 2018-00025
*y February 1, 2019

Re: Elettion Commisslonar Working Without & Quorum of the Commission Fresent

*f The Honorabie Jan A. Pearson

*1 Sharkey Courly Eleotion Commissioner
*1 Post Office Box 8%

= Anguiba, Misalsaippi 38721

Dear Ms. Pearson;
'tAunmayGenarnthnmdmmdmmdnqmdamammdnmmummmm.

Issue Presented

1 Wo undarstand the issus 1o bs whether an Individual county slestion commissioner is anthled fo recaive compenaetion forwark
peﬂmdhﬂumﬂdmofﬂumbhﬁoudpoﬂboohwhonnquommofﬂumhlonhmtmm

Response

4 |t haw bean our eohsistent position that individual commissioners who perfarm work whan e quorum is not presont may be pafi for such
mmwmmmduomm;rddbﬂmmmmmmm eloction commission must maks the determination,
conalstent with the facts, that, in order to fulfill s statutory respansiblitles, X ks necessary for individual commissioners 10 work when a
qummbnﬂmmwmmmm&wﬂﬂmmwwmnlm compenastion for such work not i excsed
mmlmuradmmwmmmmmummhmmm maa%mmmmma;mm
Op., Whemon (May 28, 2008), MS AG Op., Robinaon (March 14, 2008); MS AG Op., Snowdan (Novamber 13, 2018).

;mdaddonlnmahwmwrdmnuﬂmlﬂm compenaation foe such work bs not mancaiory but i strictly st the discretion of the board
SupIFYiOrs.

Applicable Law sad Discussion

4 Misssippi Gods Annotated Section 23-15-183 requires the slection commissionars to mest at tha offics of the registrar or the office
of the slaction commissioners hWWW:ﬁmbnﬂu“vo&rmm,MImﬁln sloction
eunmt-ionunonwbommwmuommbpmm.Hmommudmulmmmm.mmmm.mdhm«m
& to periorm s official duties it is neceasary for individual elestion commissloners 1o work without s quorum, the commission may saek
mordwkmhhudufmmmmm“mmrdofmmmy.Inludhwuﬁon.luusﬂnuqumd order.
Sincersly,
* Jim Hood

General

*1 Attomey
1 By: Phil Cartar
* Spacial Assistant Atiomey General

2019 WL 1142883 (Miss A.G.)

END OF DOCUMENT © 2015 Thomeon Reulers. No okim to odghial LS. Governament Works.
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Greg Snowdern ) Office of the Attomay Ganeral
Novembaer 13, 2018

2015 WL 6264841 (Mise.A.Q.)
Office of the Atomay Genaral
Sinto ofk‘:lulnippl

Opinion Ng. 20156-00404
%% Noventher 13, 201§

Re: Compeneation of Election Commissionurs

*1 Grag Srcnwden
*1 Represontative
*1£2.0. Box 3807
*f Meridlan, MS 20303-3607

Dear Reopresentstive Enowden;
1 Atiorney General Hood Is i1 receipt of your mquast for an official opinion wnd X has bean assigned to me for rasasrch and reply.
Background and Questicns Presanted

*1 On beha¥f of the Clarke Counly Board of Suparvisors your letter stabes, in part

~f Mizs, Code Annh. Section 23-15-183 seis forth the dutles of county slection commissionsrs and provides ! ¢compensation paysble

fo lhe commissionats for tha performance of thoss dedies. The Clarke Caunty Election Commisasion (the Cammisston”) i mindful that in

arder to conduct official business, & quarum of the memben must ba prasent, Al imea In The pest, however, individuel commiasicnars

have performed ministerial zske without & quorum belng present, snd have clsimed and besh paki componsation tharafor. Thalr

arldummghnuwfomhnhnnm:tpmomhummmmh ahasnce of n quotum ks permissibis 9o long as no official business
being conduolad. :

*{ Recently R has coms ' light that ons of the election commissionars has alaimed and been paid for considerably more days of work

than the remaining commissloners . The is no allsgation that the work was not actually performad, that It was not ministerial in nature, or

thet £ s kn oxowss of the iotal humber of days aliowad by the law. The singis lssus (s that here has beer one commissioner who hes been

mimmmmm.mwhmliboonplld.wmmhmuhmg commisaionsrs having knowledge of her
wik

 When the shuation was brought lo the afendion of the hull Corymission membership,  majorky of the commissionsrs ofussd b soment
or ratify the addRtional work of the singls commissioner . The Board of Supervisors ls now uncaitain of how bo procsed, given the division of
opinion amongthe election commissioners , shd desires tha guidanoe of your office,

*4 The following questions are presented.

*f 1. 1a the consant and spproval of the Blection Commission antiior of the Board of Suparvisoss reguired in ordar for one or mors
commissionsrs to be pekd for parforming non-official, ministerial cuties of the offics, whan no quorum of the Commission Is present?

*1 2. fa commissionar has submittod cfaims and has aveady bean pakd for days on which the commissioner parformed non-ofiicial,
ministecisl tasks, rmay the Election Cammisalon and/or the Bosrd of Supervisars ratify the claims after ths fact and, ¥ 80, s the affirmation
aclion of both the Cotrenlssion snd the Board required to effect this?

“1 3, |f the answar to queation no. 2 is negetive, then doss the Board of Supervisors have the duly to demand repsyment from the election
ocommiseloner of ths compansation paid when a majorty of the Election Commisalon has refused to consant or ratify the
compensation claims of the commissloner I quastion?

Appiicable Lew

2 With mgard to election commissioner pay for wark performed without a quorum present, this offics has etated:

*2Astothe compensation of individua! commisaloners working when a quomum is not present, R s our opinion that Seclion 22-15-153
{2) which provides the per diem for the commissionars contempiates that the commission as & whote be In sesslon. The commissicn
cannot ba In sesslon I & quarum is not present. Howsver, we recognize that the natire of the work requires that individual commiasioners
parform cartaln tasks iminezy 1o the acon of officially revising the voting records by a quornum of the commilssion.

Q0 ] LN Tat o B irory macons/bifios K Is Deoe 28

ﬂﬁ&fﬁﬁ/&gé) y
https://govt.westlaw.co 76295¢8ca80al 1e598dc8b09b4f043e0%originat... 3/21/2019
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2 MS AG Op., Mitche/l (Fabruary 13, 1930), {Emphasis adided),
Conchmlon

+2in order for ndvidusi cormmissioners to claim pay for parfarming work when 8 guorum is hot present, the siection commission must
m-mm»mnmmu.lbmmrymmmt commissionsrs to work when & quorum is not present. Oncs such 4
finding has besn made by the commission, tha hoard of suparvisors may authoriza compeneation for the work. In Tesponse to your fimt
qmﬂunnndmmﬂuhﬂﬂnhﬂm%hmmm.wwmmummﬂﬂu siwotion comsniasion ratiy tha work of an

questione moot.

*2 Plasse ot us know If this offios can be of further asslstence.
8incerely,

*2 S Hood

*2 Attomey Generel
2 By: Eltzabeth 8. Bolin

*2 Spacisl Asshatant Attorney Gensral
2015 WL 9264541 (Miss A.G)
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